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A BILL to amend and reenact §5b-2-21b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating
to restoring local jurisdiction to state political subdivisions over certain electric power
facilities.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 2. DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

§5B-2-21b. Authority to assist certified microgrid district projects and certified high impact

data center projects; legislative findings.

b} (@) The Department of Commerce shall assist projects developing or operating a
certified microgrid district pursuant to §5B-2-21 of this code or a certified high impact data center
pursuant to §5B-2-21a of this code. The Secretary of Commerce shall designate one of their
personnel as "Data Economy Liaison" to serve as a single point-of-contact for certified microgrid
districts and high impact data centers to assist coordinate and expedite their development and
operation, including, but not limited to site selection and permitting. A "certified microgrid district"
is a microgrid project, regardless of stage of development or operation, that has been certified by

the Secretary of the Department of Commerce as set forth in §5B-2-21 of this code. A "certified
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high impact data center" is a data center project, regardless of stage of development or operation,

that has been certified by the Secretary of the Department of Commerce as set forth in §5B-2-21a

of this code.
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& (b) The Department of Commerce, Department of Environmental Protection, and

Department of Transportation may take actions necessary in support of the development of any
certified microgrid district or certified data center, including, but not limited to, the development or
improvement of such highways, roads, thoroughfares, and sidewalks within any county or
municipality in which the certified microgrid district or certified data center is partially or entirely
located.

{g) (c) In order to effectuate the purposes of this section, the Department of Commerce, or
any agency, division, or subdivision thereof, may promulgate legislative rules, including

emergency rules, in accordance with §29A-3-1 et seq. of this code.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to restore local government legal jurisdiction over micro-
grid districts and certified high impact data centers.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



